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of shipping. In many of the former accounts various inaccuracies and 
prejudices have been perpetuated, and it is therefore refreshing to see 
that the author of the present work has made but scant reference to 
these, and has proceeded direct to the original sources. Letters now in 
the possession of Earl Stanhope, and Mrs. Suteliffe, a great grand- 
daughter, the original Boulton and Watt manuscripts, and documents 
in the national archives in Paris are freely quoted, and not only throw 
an interesting light upon the personality of the man, but also upon the 
events of his time. 

The opening account of Fulton 's family history sets at rest the dispute 
as to his birthplace and places it definitely in Little Britain, Pennsyl- 
vania. As happened in the case of a number of other great engineers, 
Fulton began his life as| an artist, and it was in this connection that he 
first visited England, 1786-1787. That the prominence which canal 
building and methods of transportation occupied both in England and 
France weaned Fulton away from an artist's career is clearly brought 
out from his numerous letters to friends in England and at home. The 
account of his first visit to France and his dealings with the French gov- 
ernment, the invention of the first practical submarine and torpedo, and 
the building of his first model steamboat illustrate the perseverance and 
ingenuity of his character. The latter period of his life, beginning with 
his return to the United States, his trials and worries in connection with 
the building of the first steamboat to navigate the Hudson, and its 
triumphal success, form one of the most fascinating parts of the work. 

The full specifications, in appendixes, relating to his patents for steam 
propelled vessels, together with the reproduction of many plans, make 
a valuable addition to the text. The work throughout gives evidence of 
careful and painstaking research; and the numerous illustrations are 
particularly interesting. 

H. C. Sadler 

Raphael Semmes. By Colyer Meriwether. [American Crisis Biogra- 
phies.] (Philadelphia: George "W. Jacobs and Company, 
1913. 367 p. $1.25 net) 
This interesting volume is the latest 1 addition to the ' ' American 
Crisis Biographies." Its sixteen chapters are devoted to the most in- 
teresting phases of the wonderful career of Admiral Semmes. The titles 
of these chapters are well chosen and the general treatment is very sat- 
isfying to the reader. The bibliography on pages 358-360 indicates much 
patient research on the part of the writer. He had an excellent oppor- 
tunity for writing an interesting narrative, since the career of Semmes 
i Since this was written, a life of Daniel Webster has been published. 
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abounded in thrilling incidents. It is needless to say that he made good 
use of this opportunity, and has produced a book that will be of much 
pleasure to the reader. 

It is surprising, however, that Dr. Meriwether should have made such 
liberal use of Semmes's Memoirs of Service Afloat, quoting it dozens of 
times, without once giving a footnote reference to this important source. 
The following example is taken at random : on pages 173-175, the author 
quotes Porter's Naval History of the Civil War, when as a matter of fact 
he should have given credit to the original source from which the quo- 
tation was taken, Semmes's Memoirs of Service Afloat (pp. 402, 403). 
This habit of quoting at second hand probably accounts for some glaring 
errors, among which are the following: "dray" for "drag" (p. 174, line 
6, cf. Memoirs, 403, line 8) ; "compelled" for "obliged" (p. 176, line 
34, cf. Memoirs, 403, line 30) ; "bearing" for "wearing" (p. 176, line 
12, cf. Memoirs, 410, line 8) ; "round" for "wound" (p. 184, line 8, 
cf. Memoirs, 433, line 11). 

The reviewer is puzzled to account for these and many other points 
of difference between the quotations from Admiral Semmes, as they ap- 
pear in this biography and in Memoirs of Service Afloat. They must be 
due either to an effort to edit Semmes's writings or to the fact that the 
author did not have access to Semmes's book, and quoted him second 
hand. It is questionable whether an author should claim that he is 
quoting a South African daily paper (p. 230) when as a matter of fact 
he is reproducing a quotation from that paper as given in Semmes's 
Memoirs of Service Afloati (pp. 649-652). 

Franklin L. Riley 

Military Reminiscences of Gen. Wm. B. Boggs, C. S. A. Introduction 
and notes by William K. Boyd. [The John Lawson Mono- 
graphs of Trinity College Historical Society, in.] (Durham, 
North Carolina: Trinity College Historical Society, 1913. 
xxiii, 115 p.) 
William Robertson Boggs, graduating at West Point in 1853, served 
seven years in the United States army. Upon the secession of Georgia 
he resigned his commission and entered the service of his native state, 
subsequently being transferred to the confederate service. His early 
activity was in the purchase of supplies and erection of fortifications, 
but in August of 1862 he was attached to the staff of General Kirby 
Smith and participated in the Kentucky campaign. In November he 
was appointed brigadier general and made chief of staff to General 
Smith, and in this capacity served in trans-Mississippi operations until 
the spring of 1865, when he resigned because of lack of harmony with 
his commanding officer. 



